TOWSON UNIVERSITY
THE COLLEGE THAT PREPARES FACILITATORS OF ACTIVE LEARNING SPED 646: Using Technology to Differentiate Instruction
Fall 2009
August 25-October 20
Tuesdays 5 pm-9 pm
Room: TBD
	INSTRUCTOR:
	Beth Poss

	PHONE:
	301-367-8763

	E-MAIL:
	possbeth@gmail.com

	OFFICE HOURS:
	Tuesdays 8:30 pm-9:00 pm


Towson University’s Mission:  to inspire, educate and prepare facilitators of active learning for diverse and inclusive communities of learners in environments that are technologically advanced.

Towson University’s Conceptual Framework:

All students should be able to identify and discuss the Conceptual Framework.  It is our mission statement that is operationalized by required content, professional and pedagogical nation, state, and institutional standards.  To review the entire document, visit the following website: http://wwwnew.towson.edu/coe/cf2006/index.asp.

Catalog Description: Practical application of best practices in differentiating instruction, using computer software to increase the access and learning of students with disabilities in general education curriculum. (3 graduate credits)

Required Texts: 

Rose, D, Meyer, A and Hitchcock, C. (2005) The Universally Designed Classroom; Accessible Curriculum and Digital Technologies.. Cambridge, Mass: Harvard Education Press

Male, M. (2003). Technology for Inclusion: Meeting the Needs of all Students (4th ed).

 New York: Allyn & Bacon. 

Recommended Text

Meyer, A. and Rose, D (1998). Learning to Read in the Computer Age. Newton MA.: Brookline Books. (Available in a digital format online at www.cast.org )

Technical Requirements: Students will need the following to participate in this class:

· Regular use of a computer with Internet access, either at home, work, or in the TU or USG computer labs.  
· An email account – You must use a Towson account.  Email accounts are automatically assigned to Towson University students from Computing and Network Services (CANS) in the Cook Library, Room 5. You can set up your Towson account to forward to another email account.

· Word Processing software.  Students must use Microsoft Word or Word compatible software.  Assignments submitted using software not compatible with Microsoft Word (such as WordPerfect) will not be graded.  To protect yourself from network and computer failure, always save your work before posting online.  

· Internet access.  If you are connecting to the course site from home, you will need a 56kbs modem or better.

· Internet Explorer 5.0 or higher.  To download the latest version, visit the CANS website at http://www.towson.edu/cans/downloads/browser.html
· A PC running Windows 95 or higher or a Macintosh running OS 7.1 or higher.

· The CANS Help Center (410-704-5151) is available to answer your technical questions.

· USG Print Card

· USB Drive or other device you can save your work on

· Headphones (to use in class)

HINI Provisions:

Students should not attend classes or other university events from the onset of flu-like symptoms until at least 24 hours after the fever subsides without the use of fever reducing medications. Such absences will be considered excused absences; however, students are responsible for the material covered during the period of their absence.
Course Goals: The purpose of this course is to provide general and special educators theoretical constructs and practice in design of differentiated instruction to meet the needs of all students, especially those with disabilities.

Course Objectives:  Graduate students completing the course will be able to: 

1. Incorporate relevant educational theory and research into practical application of curriculum design and practice. (EDoT 6; CEC 1,3,4,5; TKA 9)

2. Develop a plan for a differentiated classroom environment. (EDoT 2,4,6; CEC 2,5; TKA 6,9)

3. Incorporate differentiated strategies into standards-based curriculum.(EDoT 2,4; CEC 2,3,4; TKA 1,4)

4. Use appropriate computer software to differentiate instruction (i.e., word processing, PowerPoint, word prediction, Inspiration, Kidspiration, etc.) (EDoT 7; CEC 9; TKA)

5. Design differentiated assessment tools for evaluating student progress. (EDoT 5; CEC 2,3,8; TKA 4)

6. Implement a component of a differentiated plan and provide self-assessment and reflection. (EDoT 8; CEC 9,10; TKA 9)

7. Engage in careful analysis, problem solving, and reflection in all aspects of teaching. (EDoT 10)

EDoT = Maryland State Department of Education (1994). Essential Dimensions of Teaching

CEC = Council for Exceptional Children (2002). What Every Special Educator Must Know: The Standards for the Preparation and Licensure of Special Educators

TKA = Maryland State Department of Education (1999). Ten Identified Knowledge Areas

COURSE POLICIES

Attendance:  Students are expected to attend all classes.  If a student is unable to attend class, the student is expected to notify the instructor prior to missing class. The student is responsible for obtaining all notes, handouts, assignments, etc.  If a student misses class more than twice or misses portions of two classes, the student's grade may be lowered one letter grade.  In the case of extended illnesses, the student is responsible for contacting the instructor immediately, and options will be discussed. Students who are absent the date of an exam must provide documentation as to why the absence occurred.  Make-up exams may be essay.  Punctuality, preparedness and participation are important and will be factored into the grade.
Honesty/Behavior Policy:  All students are expected to adhere to the Student Academic Integrity Policy. You may pick up a brochure from the department of Special Education or access the policy via the Provost’s website: http://www.towson.edu/provost/resources/studentacademic.asp. 
Plagiarism and cheating are not acceptable behaviors and will be punished severely.  

Professionalism:  It will be expected that all students in pre-service and graduate education classes will conduct themselves in a professional manner.  This includes interpersonal dealings, conflict resolution, and managing responsibilities with college staff, fellow students, and field placement personnel.

Americans with Disabilities Act Compliance: Any student who may need an accommodation due to a disability should make an appointment to see me as soon as possible.  A memo from the Towson University Disability Support Services office (410-704-2638) authorizing your accommodations will be needed.  


Assignments:  All assignments are to be of publication quality and adhere to the standard APA format (double spaced, absolutely no spelling, punctuation, usage, and syntactical errors).  Assignments submitted late or not of publication quality are subject to a penalty.  There are NO make-up assignments for low performance or any of the requirements.  Always make a copy of your work for your records before you submit the original.  The instructor reserves the right to make copies of your papers at her discretion.  ALL ASSIGNMENTS MUST BE SUBMITTED ELECTRONICALLY VIA EMAIL ATTACHMENTS TO POSSBETH@GMAIL.COM
Conferences:  I assume that all students will be successful in this course.  I am available for individual conferences with students when necessary, by appointment, either face to face or online.  If you are having difficulty with the course or need further clarification, please contact me as early as possible.  Any questions or concerns that are posted via email will be responded to within 24 hours.
Center for Academic Success For students who wishes to receive additional academic support, USG offers a Center for Academic Success for all USG students.  Information on location, hours and services provided can be found of the Shady Grove CAS website: www.shadygrove.umd.edu/resources/cas 
Inclement Weather Policy: In the event of inclement weather or other emergency conditions, students should follow delays and closures for the "USM Shady Grove Center."  Students are encouraged to sign up for USG’s e2campus weather alerts for timely information of campus closings and or delays via text messaging.  Visit http://www.shadygrove.umd.edu/about/public-safety/alerts/weather/ for more information.  
Course/Instructor Evaluation Procedures: The instructor will give the Scantron and a blank sheet of paper for comments to a student for distribution. Upon students' completion of the forms, a student will collect them, place them in the manila envelopes, seal the envelopes, and take the envelopes immediately to Judy Webster’s office, Room III-5155. 

The instructor will be absent from the classroom while the forms are being completed.

Students are expected to complete the forms anonymously and independently. 

Any questions regarding the Scantron form or the procedures governing its distribution and completion may be directed to the Chairperson, Department of Special Education, Hawkins Hall, Room 404, 410-704-4984.  

Repeating a course: Students may not repeat this course more than once without prior permission of the Academic Standards Committee. 

Withdrawals:  Check the latest academic calendar for the last day to drop/add a course and the last day to withdraw from a course with a grade of W.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Participation: (10 points)
The format of this course may include cooperative groups, lecture/discussion, role-play scenarios, online components, problem solving and multimedia presentation.    Students are expected to be actively involved, prepared to discuss all assigned readings on the day they are due, and willing to share their perspectives, knowledge, and experiences.  Every student who attends classes and participates can expect to earn the full number of points. 

Web Review (10 points)
Locate 2 educationally related websites, one for students to use and one for educators. Provide URL, description of content or services. Indicate how you can use the site for either student activities or to plan your technology integrated lesson.

UDL Planner (10 points)

Develop a planner for a curriculum unit. Please see the description and rubric, to be handed out separately.
Digitally Based Writing Support (10 points)

Create a support for written output using Inspiration, Kidspiration, Kurzweil, or Microsoft Word.  Additional instructions will be handed out separately.  
Computer Adapted Activity (20 points)
Adapt a grade level appropriate curriculum material Clicker 5,  or Intellitools Classroom Suite.  Please see the description and rubric, to be handed out separately.

Low Tech Kit (20 points)


Create a low tech resource kit to use as a resource for special education teachers and other relate professionals. The kit will include a resource guide with vendor and integration information.  Please see the description and rubric, to be handed out separately.

Boardmaker Support Materials (20 points)

Create support materials for students using Boardmaker software. Materials can provide visual supports for behaviors, be adaptations of curriculum materials, or provide communication supports for students who may be non-verbal.  Please see the description and rubric attached handed out separately.  
Universally Designed for Learning Differentiated Instruction Project: (100 points)
You will be completing an ongoing project throughout this course to practice your competence in the component parts of differentiated instruction.  More detailed information is provided on a separate sheet.  Be sure to adhere to the deadlines posted on the course schedule.
Portfolio: As students progress through the teacher preparation program, students should compile artifacts to be considered for inclusion in the professional portfolio. The individual projects for this course may be considered as appropriate artifacts.
Grading:  Students will be evaluated on the following criteria: 

	Assignment

	Points


	Participation in Class and 

Online Activities

	10


	Website Review 

	10


	UDL Planner
	10


	Digital Writing Support
	10

	Boardmaker Support
	20

	Adapted Curriculum Activity
	20

	Low-Tech Kit

	20

	Project – Part I

	20

	Project – Part II

	20

	Project – Part III

	35

	Project – Part IV

	20

	Project- Overall

	5


	Total

	200



	
	Grading Scale
(Points)
Grading Scale

(Percentage)
180-200 = A

90-100 = A

160-179 = B
80 - 89 = B
140-159 = C
70 - 79 = C
0-139 = F
0 - 70 = F



TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF
COURSE TOPICS AND READINGS
	Week
	Topic
	Assignment Due

	1
	· Introduction

· Universal Design for Learning


	· Rose, Meyer, Hitchcock , 1, 2  

· Male, 1, 3



	2
	· UDL practical applications activity 

· Reflection and Discussion of UDL concepts

· Discovery Learning Presentation: Matt Mojhan 
	· Rose, Meyer, Hitchcock, 3

· Male 8



	3
	· Utilizing MS Office in the UDL Classroom

· Kurzweil

· Alternatives to Office 

· Project Part 1—review criteria
	· Male, 2

· Internet Review due


	4
	· SETT framework group activity

· Boardmaker/Visual Strategies for engaging students and managing behavior


	· Rose, Meyer, Hitchcock  4  

· Male, 5

· Project, Part I due

· LDonline SETT Article

	5
	· Using  to Clicker 5 to support  the curriculum: demonstration and exploration (Lab)


	· Rose, Meyer, Hitchcock, 5

· Male 6

· Male, 12

· Rose, Meyer, Hitchcock 6
· Boardmaker Support due

	6
	· Inspiration/Kidspiration to provide writing supports (Lab)


	Project, Part II due

Male 7



	7


	· Using Intellitools Classroom Suite to Support the Curriculum


	UDL Planner Due

	8


	· Work on Final Projects


	Adapted Curriculum Activity Due

	9
	Presentation of Final Projects 

Peer feedback and discussion of projects
	Project, Part III & IV due



Please note that the instructor reserves the right to revise the syllabus as necessary for timely discussions, inclement weather, etc.

Final Project:

Students design a differentiated classroom and present it in a written and presentation format.  The project itself counts for 50% of your final grade.  Your presentation must include a PowerPoint or other multimedia presentation. Contents include:

	Project Section
	Points

	Part I

1. Summarize the Universal Design theory.

2. Discuss how it would impact on the way in which you differentiate instruction.

3. Use CAST website to create a class profile that includes information on your class makeup including grade, ages, the students’ strengths and challenges in the areas of recognition, strategic and affective networks. 


	20

	Part II

1. Create a UDL Planner for your class to identify strategies and materials that will address students’ strengths and challenges.
	20

	Part III

1. A Universally Designed Lesson Plan

	35

	Part IV

1. Describe how the use of technology reinforces content standards and aids in differentiating instruction.

2. Discuss barriers you may encounter and how you can overcome them. 
3. Describe you assessment tools and how you will determine if the changes you have implemented are making a difference.
4. Reflection on what you learned from this project


	20

	Overall Project

1. Presentation
2. Mechanics/Style


	5
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